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WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Faith Family,
A time set aside to thank God for His blessings has been observed since the Pilgrims and Indians came together for the first Thanksgiving Day Meal in 1621. Although a national day of thanks had been celebrated for years it was not a national holiday. After the civil war in an effort to heal the country’s wounds President Abraham Lincoln declared a national day of celebration and thanks in 1863. This became an annual observance. The date was not fixed until 1941 when Congress declared that the annual date of Thanksgiving would be the fourth Thursday in November each year. But the history of Thanksgiving started long before this. In Leviticus 7:12, God instructed His people to make an offering of thanksgiving unto Him to recognize His goodness and grace. God described it as “the sacrifice of thanksgiving.” Why is giving thanks to God such a sacrifice? When we offer thankfulness to God, we are admitting that we are inadequate people. We acknowledge there is no hope of grace and goodness without God’s generosity. In offering thanksgiving to God, we recognize that it is from His hands that we have life and all its essentials. It flies in the face of our pride, our self-sufficiency, and our sinfulness to admit that we need His grace. Because of our prideful spirit, we cringe at the thought of being dependant on anyone, including God. But it is only when we admit our needs and our inabilities that we can fully receive God’s grace. We all should have the attitude of the psalmist as he admits his inadequacies before God in Psalm 131, verse 1; “Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor my eyes lofty.” God has always blessed an honourable sacrifice offered by His people. He will bless our sacrifice of thanksgiving as well. May God surround you with family, with friends, and with His grace and goodness this on this Thanksgiving Day. 
Blessings, 
Pastor David


SUNDAY SCHOOL
October Attendance
10/04 – 94
10/11 – 94
10/18 – 66 
10/25 – 91
October average – 86
If you are looking for a supportive, loving, and accepting small group…we invite you to attend Sunday School, beginning at 9:45 each Sunday morning.
God bless,
Jennifer
KID’S KORNER
We had a great time making Fall cookies, eating festive rice krispy treats and decorating pumpkins on October 14th.  Thanks to all of the helpful volunteers. Operation Christmas Child is gearing up for another season of proclaiming a life-changing message through shoe-boxes. A highly successful project of Samaritan's Purse, Operation Christmas Child has helped literally millions of children, parents, and young adults around the world experience the true meaning of Christmas. And this year promises to be no exception. Please save your shoe boxes, and begin collecting items to go in them.  There is a list of recommended items posted on our Welcome Center bulletin board, and on our website at www.faithchurchofswansea.com.  Our goal this year is 50 and this will not be possible without your help.  We will also need Christmas wrapping paper and tape to wrap all of the boxes.  All boxes and items to go in them need to be turned in by Wednesday, November 11th.  Don’t forget what a wonderful and inexpensive way this is to share Christ’s love with the world!  We will be delivering the boxes on November 14th.  Thank you in advance for all of your support.
Beginning November 1st thru November 22nd, we will be collecting sweets; box cake mixes, instant pudding mixes, brownie mixes, etc., to distribute to families in need during the Thanksgiving Holiday.
May God bless you in the days ahead,
The Children’s Department

YOUTH MINISTRY
Thanksgiving and Christmas are fast approaching!  The youth will be looking for different outreach projects to help and serve our community.  Please feel free to let us know if you have an idea.  We will be helping with set-up, games, clean-up and much more at our Annual Trunk or Treat Fall Festival on October 31st.  In November, we will be working with the Children’s Department on Operation Christmas Child project, collecting, filling, wrapping and delivering.  We challenge everyone to fill at least one box!  Your continued prayer, and love are appreciated.
God bless,
Mike
WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Women’s Fellowship is November 14th at 10:00am.  We will meet at the church and drive to Ridge Springs.  We will have brunch at Juniper Café and shop at the quaint antic shops.  If you just want to go for the food, see me and I will make arrangements to bring you back after we eat and fellowship.  We’ve had a great time together in the past, please come and join us!  The Proverbs 31 mother “…smiles at the future.”  Can we do that?  We should be glad in all things for God is in the future too.  Our Lottie Moon Christmas Offering will begin in November.  Our goal is $5,200.00.  We gave $5,100.00 last year.  Please plan and pray about what the Lord would have you give for this special offering.
God bless,
Sue
MEN’S MINISTRY
We will have a Men’s Ministry Meeting the third Thursday in November. This will be the last one for this year. It is too much going on in December to try to have a meeting. We will have a meal and some type of program for this meeting. We invite you to come and bring someone with you. They don’t have to be members of the church. Bring the young teenagers with you.   
We have been put to a challenge to make up more Christmas shoe boxes than the Ladies. Please men help me with this challenge.  We need fifty boxes for this year. If you don’t want to buy the gifts give the money to me and I will get the necessary items to go in the boxes. We have a list of these items on the Welcome Center bulletin board of what goes in the shoe boxes.
 We are getting into the Thanksgiving season and we need to remember what this season is about. We need to give Thanks to God for everything. When I say everything, I mean everything in our lives. Sometimes we think things are not going like we want, just look around and someone else’s life will make you very thankful for what you have. When we pray we need to pray to God, and not have a conversation with ourselves!
God Bless all of you,
Carroll Derrick

MUSIC MINISTRY
Can you believe it is November already?  This year has flown by and I'm sure the next couple of months will also.  This is a busy time of year for the choir as we have been preparing for our revival services as well as the other revivals we have been privileged to sing in these last few weeks.  We also have been busy working on our Christmas Cantata.  
November starts off with our revival and we are praying for God's Spirit to have freedom to flow thru us in these services.  Then in our morning worship service on November 8th we will be singing special music to honor our Veterans.  That evening we will have a 
Southern Gospel group called Eighth Day coming to bless us with their music.  Following the concert we will have a time of fellowship together with each other and the members of Eighth Day.  Visit their website at www. eighthdaymusic.com.
We pray you are planning to make these special services part of your schedule and bring a friend or neighbor that needs to hear the Word and that God loves them.  Remember to count your blessings as we enter this wonderful time of year of Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Hope to see you in Church soon!!
God Bless,
Donnita
PRAYER MINISTRY
We have been busy praising God and preparing our hearts for Revival at Faith.  What about a revival for Swansea?  On November 7th at 9:00am we will meet at Monroe Pinckney Gym with Mt. Pleasant and ‘prayer walk’ thru Swansea.  Everyone is invited to come and pray.  We hear a lot of negative things about our town.  Now is the time to take some action that will make an impact.  What would the community think if they saw 100 of us out praising God and praying?  I look forward to seeing you there.  Bring comfortable shoes, water, and a joyful heart!
In His Love,
Sue
SWANSEA PARISH NURSE
The Golden Rule… And other measures for life
I recently purchased a children’s book, The Golden Rule, by Ilene Cooper. It was my intention to use this book to illustrate the virtue of kindness to children. As I thumbed through the book, the message transcended childhood. One theme prevailed throughout the book. It was like that song that you just can’t get out of your head. Over and over, I kept thinking such a simple rule and if we all abided by it how different the world could be for us. It simply states: So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and Prophets. {Matthew 7:12} So simple, if we all did this one thing there would be no need for apologies, no arguments with friends or family, no lawsuits and no wars with other nations. So basically treat others as you want to be treated. However, it is sad that this rule has become twisted and many live by a new age version of “do it to others before they stick it to you”. Am I right? Let’s see there is road rage, gossip, fraud, adultery, violence, war…..I could go on forever.  But need I say more? The Golden Rule could easily be called one of the fundamental principles of all relationships. So what are some other principles we should live by? Billy Graham’s book The Journey offers some insight. First, he says make it our goal to live at peace with others, to treat others the way you want them to treat you, guard your tongue, never repay evil with evil and practice forgiveness. What I want to say is that as the holiday season approaches be in thanksgiving of others and strive to practice these principles. 
Until next time…
Angie Redmond, RN 
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