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WORDS FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Faith Family,
I am still in awe at the great work of God at the Men’s Wild Game Banquet. This year’s event was the best one yet with over 200 people present, more than $3,000 received for Faith Baptist Church of Romania, and (most importantly) several people indicating that they had given their lives to Christ. The Lord blessed the labor of those who prayed so diligently, worked so vigorously, and supported so faithfully. This is a reminder that even though the economy has taken a down-turn, our work for God always has His blessings and rewards. We will continue to receive offerings for Faith Baptist Church of Romania throughout the month of March. There will be photographs of our sister church and fellow believers on the screen in both Sunday services. A March of Faith will be held during the Sunday morning service. You will find special offering envelopes in the pews for your convenience. Our short term goal is $8,500 by March 29th with a long term goal of another $8,500 by September 27th for the final payoff of the church. I want to thank you for your commitment to this God-sized opportunity and your sacrifice to see it come to pass. Our guest speaker at the Wild Game Banquet, Rowland Alston, remarked that he had never seen a small church take on such a large project. I told him that it was because we serve a Big God! May God bless you as you trust in Him!
Hoping in Him,
Pastor David





SUNDAY SCHOOL
February Attendance
02/01 – 114
02/08 – 104
02/15 – 110
02/22 – 106

Average February Attendance - 108


Thank you for your faithfulness.  It doesn’t go unnoticed or unappreciated.  On February 22, we had a guest speaker during the Sunday School hour.  He was originally from Israel and is an ex-soldier.  It was a pleasure to have him here with us.  He was very informative.  Thanks to Ms. Hettie Jean Spencer for setting this up!
God bless,
Jennifer
Vacation Bible School
The dates for VBS this year are June 7-12.  Please be in prayer about the success of VBS and the part that God wants you to play.  A sign-up sheet will be out soon.  There will be a worker clinic on April 14th.  Time and location will be announced soon.  If you are planning on being a leader in any area, I would strongly encourage you to attend.  There are always great ideas shared and lots of support offered.  If you have questions, please contact Jennifer Sandy.


KIDS KORNER

A Big thank you goes out to Mr. Royce and Mrs. Martha as well as Cassidy Byrd for all of their help with the Food Drive the children did in February.  I am sure many families were blessed with the food that was collected.   Also, thank you to our church members that came by the Dollar General Parking Lot and supported us.
Easter will be coming up soon and help is needed to plan our Easter Egg Hunt for Saturday, April 11th. If you would like to help please let me know. 
Thank you!
God Bless,
Mrs. Faye
YOUTH NEWS
WOW!  February came and went so quickly!
In February we took a group of 32 to Winter Jam.  That is a terrific number, and we had a memorable time.  Thanks to everyone that chaperoned and drove their vehicles.  It would not have been possible without you.
In March we will have a youth game night on Friday 20th.  We will begin at 6:00pm and end at 9:00pm.  Light refreshments will be provided.  Also, in March we are going to put together some spring care packages for the residents of the Myers home and our shut-ins from Faith.
We are continuing to meet with area youth leader to plan joint youth activities.  Most of these activities will take place over the summer.  We will keep you posted on the times and dates of these events.
Thank you for your love and support!
God Bless,
Mike & Jennifer Sandy


WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Women's Ministry Meeting is Saturday, March 14th at 10:00 am. All women and teen age girls are invited. We have food, fellowship, and a time of Bible study and prayer. 
March 1-8th is North American Missions Emphasis. This is a time of prayer for our US and North American Missionaries. There will be prayer guides for everyone to take and pray for specific missionaries. 
The Bible verse is John 4:35-37- "Say not ye, there are yet four months and then cometh harvest? Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, for they are white already to harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal, that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. And herein is that saying true, One soweth and another reapeth." 
Our Annie Armstrong Easter Offering will be used to help our missionaries do the sowing.  Our offerings will be taken up in April during the Easter the season.
God bless,
Sue


MEN’S MINISTRY
By the time you read this, you will know that the Wild Game Banquet was a great success!  We served a little over two hundred people.  Our speaker Rowland Alston had a great spiritual message to bring to us.  
I want to take this time to let you know how much it means for God to see His people come together to do His work.  Thank you all for the hard work and support you put into this effort. 
Our next project will be a Bar-B-Que on March 28, 2009, 2:00pm – 5:00pm.  This will also be to raise funds for the Romania Church. We will begin distributing fliers the first week of March and will have tickets available soon! 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  And teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”                              -Mark 28:18-20   

God Bless all of you,
Carroll Derrick

MUSIC MINISTRY
March is here and with it hopes of Spring and new life.  We are busy working on our Easter Cantata and hope you are as excited about it as we are.   What a great thought not just at Easter, but all year to "Lift Up The Cross".  Make plans to be here, Sunday, April 5th for the morning worship service.  Yes, we are planning on doing our Easter Cantata on Palm Sunday this year, so mark your calendars and bring your friends that might not come to church on a regular basis.  What a wonderful time to get saved.  
I would like to say a BIG HEARTFELT  ‘thank you’ to the choir for the lovely flowers I received for Valentine's Day.  You are certainly sweet and kind to remember me with such a lovely gift. 
We will be having an in-house singing March 29th, during the evening service.  This is your chance to sing that song you've been practicing and wanting to sing.  Please see me and we will be sure to help you anyway we can, and put you on the program.  Let's sing and make a joyful noise for our Lord!
Thank you again, and I pray God will bless each of you.       
 
In His Service,
Donnita



PRAYER MINISTRY
[image: C:\Users\User\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\A64W3JNS\MCSY01657_0000[1].wmf]
Week of Prayer for North American Missions March 1st thru 8th.  Prayer guides will be made available March first. 


SWANSEA PARISH NURSE
I May Be Opening A Big Can of Worms But…
Here goes!  How many times do we have food at church? Let’s see…some churches have Sunday morning breakfast, there’s Wednesday night suppers, fundraiser meals, special event eats such as Christmas, Homecoming, Valentine banquets, Senior Meetings, Brotherhood Suppers, need I say more?
Yeah, I should...there’s bake sales, snacks for children at Sunday School, children’s church, Vacation Bible School and snacks for every meeting we have. I guess we do go by the golden rule of church protocol, feed them and they will come! If you are responsible for any of these meals or snacks…be accountable.  Now, I’ve been present at a lot of these meals at my home church and many of my other churches too.  Don’t get me wrong not only have I been present but have participated too!
If you are one of the cooks at Sunday morning breakfasts, think about what you are serving. Could you make it a little bit healthy or at least offer some fresh fruit and whole wheat toast? Or how about offering some yogurt with the fresh fruit? Maybe have a healthy cereal and fruit morning? Just start making a few changes. Will they like it? Probably Not! Will they complain? Probably. So what, it is for their health.
If you cook on Wednesday nights, offer steamed vegetables, brown rice and a side salad with low fat dressing. If you have sandwiches (I know hamburgers are a favorite!) use low fat mayo and whole wheat buns. Just start making small changes. Will they like it? Probably not. Will they complain? Probably. So what, it is for their health. 
As for snacks for children - fruits, puddings, cereal with milk; get creative there are a lot of options. 
As for snacks for teens - pretzels with mustard dip, baked tortilla chips with dip, popcorn, and fruits with a low fat dip.  There are options.
Beverages - water and fruit juices. Will they like it?  Probably not. Will they complain? Probably.  So what, it is for their health.
Fact: Two thirds (64%) of us living in Lexington County are overweight or obese. I imagine here in Swansea the percentage may be higher. 
So, if  YOU are responsible for planning meals or snacks, don’t CONTRIBUTE to our FAT FACTOR HERE IN SWANSEA!
Until next time,
Angie Redmond, Parish Nurse
You can reach me at 568-5404 or email at angela.redmond@palmettohealth.org
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