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FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH

PO Box 177
123 Faith Church Road

Swansea, SC  29160

803-568-Hope (4673)

Pastor David Carter

Email

dwc4@pbtcomm.net
CHURCH INFORMATION
Email

Faithbc1@pbtcomm.net

Website

www.faithchurchofswansea.com

Administrative Assistant--Wanda Hood
Men’s Ministry-----------Carroll Derrick

Music Ministry-------Donnita McDaniel

Pianist--------------------Wanda Culler

Prayer Ministry------------Sue Dittmar 
Sunday School----------Jennifer Sandy
Women’s Ministry---------Sue Dittmar

Youth Ministry--------------Mike Sandy
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WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Faith Family,

I want to thank God for the special way He has been meeting with us lately and the special things He has been doing in our services. I thank you as well for allowing God to work through and in you. I think it is no secret that I have been struggling for a while, praying for God to give us a vision for the future. The last several months have been a time soul searching for some of our leaders and for me as well. I cannot say that God has revealed to me the next big step He has for us but He has certainly been very kind and loving while we wait for Him. He has answered my prayers in an unusual way by putting me in touch with a person at the South Carolina Baptist Convention that helps churches and pastors to refocus on finding where God wants to take them. In the fall, we will begin a church wide assessment process that’s called “CHAMPS – Church Health Assessment and Mobilization Planning Strategy. You will hear more about it in the coming weeks. Some of you will be asked to serve as a member of the working committee called The Church Health Task Force. Please begin praying how God may use you to discover and implement the great Commission task we have before us. I want to leave you with this devotional thought from Oswald Chamber’s book, “My Utmost for His Highest.” These thoughts are why it is so important to work within and toward God’s vision for Faith Baptist Church. 
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“It is easier to serve God without a vision, easier to work for God without a call, because then you are not bothered by what God requires; common sense is your guide, veneered over with Christian sentiment. You will be more prosperous and successful, more leisure-hearted, if you never realize the call of God. But if once you receive a commission from Jesus Christ, the memory of what God wants will always come like a goad; you will no longer be able to work for Him on the common-sense basis.” 

May God bless each of you. Cathy and I love you and are grateful to be on this journey with you. 

Pastor David
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Cowboy Up!
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PRE-REGISTRATION/ICE CREAM 
June 5th from 4:00pm-6:00pm

VBS

June 6th – 11th
6:00pm – 9:00pm
YOUTH
Happy summer to all!  In May we hosted our annual softball game at the Swansea Ball Park.  It was a roaring success!  There was a nice competitive game between the youth and the adults, with the adults bringing home a victory!  Of course there was plenty of good food and as a special treat we had the pleasure of listening to some live blue grass gospel.  A great time was had by all.  Thanks to everyone for making this event so much fun.

Upcoming Events:

June 20-25 Community Changers

This is not just a youth event; in fact we could not do it without adult participation.  Community Changers is a wonderful opportunity to get involved in missions and to help make a difference in a young person’s life.   We are currently still looking for jobs and volunteers for various things.  Please see Mike or Jennifer if you are interested in making a difference.

July 12-16 Camp Longridge.
NOW IS THE TIME TO SIGN UP FOR CAMP!!!   Please see Mike or Jennifer if you are interested in attending camp.

August:  Whitewater Rafting

Dates TBA

Thanks for your continued support and prayers.

Mike Sandy

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Thanks to our wonderful giving church family for supporting the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering. $3314.00 was given, this exceeded our goal. Also the proceeds from the Women's skit was over $400.00.This money goes to Jennifer Derrick on her mission trip to Kenya. Her summer vacation will not be resting but serving the Lord in very uncomfortable surroundings. Ladies and young adults I hope you are serving the Lord this summer. There are plenty of opportunities. VBS, Camps, and Community Changers. This year during Community Changers we are having a clothing distribution at the Masonic Lodge in Swansea. It will be June 21th -24th  from 8:00am - 2:00pm. We need help from all the ladies that are not working. There will be a sign up sheet at church or call the church office and leave me a message. There will not be a scheduled breakfast this month. 
Sue
MEN’S MINISTRY

I want to thank each of you for the support that you have given us for the Men’s Ministry. We will not have a meeting in June.  During the month of  June we have Vacation Bible School, Community Changers and we will be supporting World Changers that will have a work crew in the Swansea area. I am asking the men to support each one of these efforts with as much time that you can spare.  

TOGETHER WE CAN.

I was reading a story about Geese and I think if we look at them we can see how we need to learn from them and apply what they know and do. 

When you see geese heading south for the winter, flying along in V formation, you might be interested in knowing what science has discovered about why they fly that way. It has been learned that as each bird flaps its wings, it creates uplift for the bird immediately following. By flying in a V formation, the whole flock adds at least 71 percent greater flying range that if each bird flew on its own. 

Whenever a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and resistance to trying to go it  alone, and quickly gets back into formation to take advantage of the lifting power of the bird immediately in front. When the lead goose gets tired, he rotates back in the wing and another goose flies point. The geese honk from behind to encourage those up front to keep up their speed. Finally, when a goose gets sick, or is wounded by a shot and falls out, two geese fall out of formation and follows him down to help and protect him. They stay with him until he is either able to fly, or until he is dead, and then they launch out on their own or with another formation to catch up with their original group. 

We need to look at this story of the geese and relate it to our Christian faith.

Christians who share a common direction and sense of community can get where they are going quicker and easier, because they are traveling on the thrust of one another. If we have as much sense as a goose, we will stay in formation with those who are headed the same way God is leading us. It pays to take turns doing hard jobs with people at church or with geese flying south. If people knew we would stand by them like the geese in the church, they would push down these walls to get in. You see, all we have to do in order to attract those who are missing back to church is to demonstrate to the world that we have as much sense as geese here at Faith. That seems little enough price to pay to win the lost and minister to one another. Even geese have sense enough to know it works every time to work as a team and don’t forget the wounded.

We will never become a church that effectively reaches out to those who are missing out if we shoot our wounded and major on the minuses. Instead of being fishers of men, as Christ has called us, we will be keepers of an ever-shrinking church.

The greatness of a church is not measured in how many come into the church but in how many go out in ministry. The church must go outside its walls to reach people who need the Lord. The effectiveness of our church depends on the number of people who are involved in meaningful ministry. 

If you would read Romans 12: 1-8, it would tell you the same story as the Geese flying South in the V formation. 

God Bless all of you.

Carroll Derrick   

MUSIC MINISTRY
Hey everyone, it's summer in South Carolina again and our busy summer schedule is about to begin.  We have several events coming up in the music department and we would love to see all of you there-praising God and enjoying the blessings he wants to send our way.  

Mark your calendars for the following events in June.  Sunday, June 13 @ 6:00 pm we are looking forward to being blessed by the group "Hearts of Praise".  Some of you will remember this ladies group that came last year from Aiken.  What a beautiful spirit and time of worship we had that night.  We will have a meal following the singing.  So bring your spiritual & physical appetite that night and I believe you will go away FULL.  Then on Sunday, June 20, Father's Day we are asking ALL the men to bless us by singing in an all men's choir.  WB will be leading that and we will be letting you know more about when they will be practicing for this special event.   

In July we will once again have a special July 4th Cantata.  The choir has been working hard on this new cantata and are excited to share this with everyone.  Bring your family and friends and come share the pride of being an American.  Also we are gearing up for our next Fine Arts Camp-the dates will be July 30-Aug. 1.  We will be getting more information out in the next few weeks, so please be praying and asking the Lord if this might be something He would want you to help with.

Thank you to everyone that prays for the music department and all the people that are trying to raise His name in song every Sunday.

Singing for Him, 

Donnita

PRAYER MINISTRY
The month of June is very busy. There are lots of prayer needs. First, Jennifer Derrick is traveling to Kenya to do missions work. She needs our prayers every day. Also her parents need our prayers. They are trusting God with their daughter for 2 months with very little or no personal contact. Second is VBS. Our busiest week of the year. Pray for Jennifer, the staff, children, parents and souls to be saved and ministered to. Community Changers needs our prayers for safety, giving hearts and spirit filled ministering. Always remember our pastor and our country.

 Sue

2010 GRADUATES
Kaci Poole                               Benjamin F. Treaster                                      

High School Diploma              Bachelor of Arts in Sociology 

Pelion High School                 University of South Carolina
David J. Carter                                  Laura Jumper                 
Bachelor of Science in Forestry             Associate  in Nursing
Clemson University                    Orangeburg-Calhoun Tech
