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WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Faith Family,
As we celebrate the 233 birthday of our wonderful nation, there are different emotions that stir my heart when I think of where America is today. I am thankful for God’s many blessings and yet fearful of His hand of grace being removed from us because of our sins. I am humbled that in spite of our faults, America is still the best and last hope of those who seek liberty and yet heartbroken as we see the liberties that were fought and died for slip away. I am grateful for the men and women who have pledged to protect this nation and yet concerned as enemies within and without seek to destroy her. I know of no better time than to fall to our knees in prayer for God’s forgiveness to cleanse us and His grace to preserve us. 
I would like to close with several lines from the musical that our Adult Choir will present on Sunday, July 5 entitled, “The Spirit of America”. These words describe the spirit that America was founded on and must return to;
 “We are a company professing ourselves fellow-members of Christ…knit together by this bond of love…we are entered into covenant with Him for this work…for we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill, the eyes of all people are upon us” 
John Winthrop, Puritan Leader. And; “It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this great nation was founded, not by religionists, but by Christians; not on religion but on the Gospel of Jesus Christ” Patrick Henry. 
It is evident that the only way for our nation to be truly free is to return to the freedom found only in Jesus Christ. May God bless America once again!
In Christ,
Pastor David


FBC CHRISTIAN FINE ARTS CAMP
We are conducting our Christian Fine Arts Camp for the summer 2009.  FBC Fine Arts Camp is an opportunity for our kids to learn about God who created us with the ability to enjoy, interact, and create visual, dramatic, and musical arts.  During this time, children will learn to play hand bells, take voice lessons, create visual displays of their God-given talent, participate in dramatic reading, learn how to worship God through choreographed movement, and sing together as a group.  The classes will be for upcoming 1st graders through upcoming 5th graders.
Our schedule is: 
Thursday, July 9th   5:00pm – 8:00pm (*registration begins at 4:45pm)
Friday, July 10th   5:00pm – 8:00pm
Saturday, July 11th   10:00am – 2:00pm
Sunday, July 12th 3:45 (student drop-off)
Performance at 6:00pm

*Registration fee is $20.00 and include snacks on Thursday & Friday, Lunch on Saturday, and T-Shirt (if it was ordered by July 1st).  You may register online at www.faithchurchofswansea.com; go to the ‘announcements’ page.  Make checks payable to Faith Baptist Church.  Contact Pastor David, or Jennifer Sandy for more information.

KIDS KORNER
During the month of June the children had a swim party.  We all had a great afternoon of swimming, food, and fun.  Thanks to the parents for all your help.
Camp ‘Sonshine’ is July 26th thru July 29th.  The deadline to sign up is quickly approaching and the deposit is due by July 8th.  There is a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Center bulletin board.
I hope you are all having a great summer!
God bless,
Faye Hutto

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Women's Ministry Meeting is Saturday, July 18th at 10:00. Our devotion is titled "Spiritual Temperature; Hot, Warm, or Cold". All ladies of the church are invited. Please come and join us. Upcoming event, Blood Drive set up by our parish nurse Angie Redmond. More to follow later when I get the exact date, time and place.
God bless,
Sue

MEN’S MINISTRY
We had such a wonderful and successful BBQ in March that we’re doing it again!  Get ready for a Chicken BBQ Fundraiser in August.  Plans are being made, and set for Saturday, August 29th.  Adult plates will be available between 2:00pm and 5:00pm.  All plates are $7.00 and tickets will be available for purchase in July.  All proceeds will go to the FBC Romania Church Fund.
Mark your calendars for our monthly Men’s Ministry meeting on Thursday, July 23rd at 7:00pm.  We are back on track with our monthly meetings each 3rd Thursday evening of each month.  Join us for great opportunities to serve our Lord.  Men, let’s come together to become a stronger union for the Body of Christ.  See you at the next meeting!
God Bless all of you,
Carroll Derrick

MUSIC MINISTRY
Be sure and mark your calendars for 3 special things happening in July.  
1.  On July 5th in the AM Worship service the choir will be presenting a celebration of America-called “The Spirit of America”.  Make plans now to attend and bring a neighbor, friend, or family member to help us honor those who have served our country and are still serving to keep us a free nation.  
1. We will be having our 2nd annual Fine Arts Camp starting Thursday 9th – Sunday 12th.  Be sure to register your child for this fun time of learning and fellowship.  You can register online or check out the form in Sunday’s bulletin.  
1. We also have Gabriel’s Call scheduled to come and bless us by singing His praises, on July 19th at 6:00pm.  Come ready to receive a blessing and to be a blessing!
In His Service,
Donnita

PRAYER PARTNERS
Remember the Prayer of Jabez, I Chronicles 4:10, Jabez prayed "enlarge my borders". Well this summer our prayer life needs to be enlarged. July is a busy month at FBC. We have children camps, Community Changers and at the end of July, 10 of our members will once again do mission work in Romania. As these events appear in the weekly bulletin please pray for all those involved. Remember Sunday morning at 9:20 we meet for prayer in room #05. At that time we prayer walk throughout the church.
Sue

SWANSEA PARISH NURSE

Are We Giving Them Flowers? Or…Teaching them to grow their own plants? 
Youth ministers are called to minister to the youth. We have some awesome and dedicated youth ministers here in Swansea. I know because I have the privilege to work with them on a daily basis. They are charged with shaping our youth spiritually and morally. When I first became the Parish nurse almost 11 years ago, they worked in their individual churches to provide guidance to their young charges. Now, they not only work individually but as a group. The youth ministers of the eight churches that I work with meet on a regular basis to plan activities together and provide support to each other. 
Recently, they surveyed the youth in their groups and a guidance counselor also gave the same survey to some students at Swansea High School. This survey asked many questions and gave all of us some results that you need to know. In all groups, the number one issue was “STRESS”. Surprised? You may say stressed about WHAT? They have it made. They have everything we never had. Maybe part of this is true. But they also had all the stressors you had growing up and more. Listen to some of the things they listed that cause their “STRESS”: parents that try to control too much, parents that do not trust them, failing grades, people who won’t just LISTEN, can’t focus on school work, relationship problems, separated families, not being able to understand teachers, friends betrayal, no sleep, parents that fight, in sports injuries, death, peer pressure, high expectations that are unrealistic and projected by others, economy-parents worrying, high expectations set for themselves, external looks, college and future plans, finding time for God and spirituality, drama, negative attitudes and gossip. Not only are our youth ministers working to help them cope so must we all. HOW? The first thing is realizing that they are dealing with much more than we imagine. I challenge you to pray for the youth ministers and tell them how much you appreciate what they are doing. Pray for them and our youth. What else can we all do? Encourage them, tell them you are proud of their accomplishments, and listen without judging. John Wooden has a quote, “Young people need models not critics.” Which are you?
Back to the title of this article, our youth ministers are giving our youth “flowers of encouragement and tools to grow their own plants in the future.”
Until next time,                                        
Angie
Call or email:  568-5404 or angela.redmond@palmettohealth.org
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