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WORDS FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Faith Family,
This time of the year is my least favorite of all. The cold and dreary days between Christmas and Easter are somewhat depressing to me. It’s right about now that I start hoping for the sweet smells and vibrant colors of springtime. But it is also at this time of year I am reminded of the hope God gives to us. Through small things and in small ways, God lets us know that whatever dark and dreary days we may be going through, we can always hope in Him to bring us through them. Several days ago, just when all the cold and bleakness almost overwhelmed me, I saw one of God’s signs of hope. No, it wasn’t a spectacular sign in the sky or a supernatural voice, but a sign of hope, nonetheless. The thing is, I almost overlooked it, almost walked right by it. We have to look for signs from God in which He tells us that things will not always be as they are right now. If we don’t look for them, we might walk right by them without seeing the promise of better days. My sign was simple and literally down to earth. What was it? On that day when I need reminding of the promise of springtime, of better days, I walked outside my door, looked down to pick up my dropped keys, and saw it – daffodils coming up out of the cold winter ground! The green of spring in the midst of a brown, barren earth! And I just couldn’t help myself.  I fell to my knees, caressed those precious green shoots, and thanked God that while I may have forgotten hope, He hadn’t forgotten to give it! If you are feeling like I did here is a promise from God’s Word that I trust will give you hope, “Weeping may endure for the night, but joy comes in the morning.” (Psalm 30:5). Start looking for your signs of hope!
Hoping in Him,
Pastor David



KIDS KORNER

Help fill a truck!  On Saturday, February 7th at 9:00am–11:30am the children will be collecting donations of can goods in the parking lot by the Dollar General.  All the food that is collected will go to the Gaston, Pelion, Swansea Ministry Center which is located at the corner of Fish Hatchery and Meadowfield Roads.  Please help us with this worthy cause to feed needy families.
On Wednesday, February 11th, the children will have a Valentine Party during Kids Korner that night.  Children may bring Valentines to give out to others but only if they choose to; extras will be available.
Happy Valentines and God bless,
~ Mrs. Faye
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YOUTH NEWS

I hope this letter finds you well and warm!
We would like to have a youth committee meeting on February 8th at 6:00pm to plan some events for the year.  Please be thinking of ministry ideas as well as some relaxing fun-filled events that we can do.
On February 20th we will be going to Winter Jam.  This is a concert that we go to each year, where they have about 6 bands and a speaker.  We always have a great time.  All of the younger and older youth and College and Career classes are invited.  The cost is only $10.00 and you pay at the door.  You will also need to bring some money to eat with.  We will meet at the church at 5:30 and should be back around midnight.
We met with the local youth leaders on January 13th and we think that we have some really great things coming up.  Please be in prayer for all of our community youth leaders.
Thank You and God Bless,
Mike Sandy

MUSIC MINISTRY

My how time flies!  It is almost February and time for hearts, candy & flowers.  We need to love our families, spouses, children, etc., but most important we are to love our God and Him above all others.  I pray that we will remember to serve & love Him as we serve and love one another.
I would just like to take this opportunity to thank the faithful choir members who come and work to learn new songs to praise our God with every week.  I can’t tell them enough how much it means to me, but most of all I know how much it means to our Lord.  Choir members I love all of you very much and wish I had better words to express how you touch my heart when I see you giving of your time and talents to the Lord.  Thank you again and keep up the good work for the glory of God and His church.
The choir has started practicing for our Easter Cantata already.  Can you believe we are talking about Easter and it seems like we just finished the Christmas Cantata.  Have you thought about joining the choir?  Now is the time cause once we get into the Easter practice we will be closing the choir until after Easter.  We would love to have you join us not just for the cantata but for every Sunday.  We are learning new songs and are looking forward to a wonderful time ahead of praising the Lord thru these new songs.  Maybe this would be a good month to ask the Lord if He would have you serve Him by singing His praises every Sunday with the choir.  Remember let’s serve Him & others in love.
Until Next Month,             ~ Donnita


SUNDAY SCHOOL
January Attendance
01/04 – 112
01/11 – 98
01/18 – 99
01/25 – 91

Average attendance for January is 100

The Lord is righteous in all His ways and loving toward all He has made.  Ps 145:17
The Psalm tells us of God’s love for us.  Let’s be sure we are showing our love for Him.  Being faithful in our attendance is one way that we can show our love.  Please continue to pray for Sunday School attendance.  It provides such a crucial part of our foundation and support system.
In His Love,
Jennifer
MEN’S MINISTRY
We had our January meeting on January 22nd.  We had a good attendance.
We now have the speaker lined up, which is Rowland Alston for the Wild Game Banquet, and it will February 23, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
We will Bar-B-Que on Saturday February 21, 2009. We will be asking for help to cut up the Bar-B-Que on Saturday and get it into the Refrigerators. We will also need help on Monday February 23, 2009 to cook and get the food ready to serve.
We are starting to put fliers in the weekly bulletin and will be handing out tickets for people to give away. It will be open to anyone that wants to attend. Please help us to get the word out and make this a successful one again.
All the proceeds from this event will go to the Building of the Church in Romania.
God Bless all of you.
Carroll Derrick

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
I am excited about our Evangelism Conference.  We have 29 women signed up to go.  Great going ladies.  Let’s expect a blessing and Words from God.  Remember to be at church at 8:00am on January 31st to carpool, or let us know if you will leave your home and go by yourself.  If anyone didn’t make a reservation you can still attend and buy a ticket at the door.  We will not have a February meeting due to this conference and our Valentines Banquet.                                ~Sue

PRAYER MINISTRY
Revelation 4:8~  “…Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.”  God is a God of the past, present, and future.  Take a few minutes and praise Him for all He has blessed you with.  Remember to thank Him for the “bad” as well as the good.  He gives us adversities to strengthen and grow us.  Thank God for your life now, and our future life, eternity.
Have a great day,
Sue
SWANSEA PARISH NURSE

~A Women’s Heart~
February is Heart Month.  In 2005, 6,395 women died of cardiovascular disease in SC. Maybe you knew one of them. Do you wonder what their symptoms were?  If they would have known the symptoms and gotten treatment sooner would they still be here and not a statistic? So what do you want to be a statistic or a survivor?
According to the National Institute of Health women’s symptoms prior to a heart attack may include the following:
1. Unusual Fatigue
1. Sleep Disturbance
1. Shortness of Breath
1. Indigestion
1. Anxiety
Symptoms during a heart attack:
1. Shortness of breath
1. Weakness
1. Cold sweats
1. Dizziness
1. Pain in jaw, shoulder, chest and back
If you have any of these symptoms, don’t delay.
Many women did not seek treatment because they worried about their responsibilities to family and employers.  Some feared the symptoms weren’t real or that it “might be something else.”  Others worried about the financial responsibility especially if they did not have health insurance. And of course the “denial” thing, not me I’m too young!
Consider the following:
If you don’t have time - make time to seek medical advice.
If you think it’s just stress or indigestion - make time to go and find your medical degree and assure yourself that you are right!
If you don’t have insurance or a medical home or want more information - make time to call or email me and see what we can figure out. Don’t just sit around in denial and do nothing!
Until next time,
Angie Redmond, RN
Email   Angela.redmond@palmettohealth.org                                                                   Phone:  568-5404
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