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A CHRISTMAS STORY
“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.                ~Luke 2:8-14

WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Faith Family, 
I find it amazing that God would pick a band of smelly, dirty shepherds to be the first to hear about the arrival of His Son, Jesus Christ. Included in the angels message is a phrase that very appropriate for our present time; “And on earth, peace, goodwill to men.” Not only is the world void of peace but within the hearts of people there is an emptiness of peace. Peace can never be found at the end of a gun barrel, from a contingent of troops, or even from skilled diplomats. The only way we can find true peace is when we make peace with God through the greatest gift of all, His Son Jesus Christ. There is a “church-sign” favorite that is clever but also very true. It goes, Know God – Know Peace No God – No Peace. When we make peace with God then we can have peace of mind, peace of heart, and peace with each other. Jesus gives us peace in life and peace in death. I hope each one reading this has the “peace that passes human understanding.” If not, I urge you to accept Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, whom Paul describes; “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). Cathy and I wish you the best of God’s blessings and a merry and safe Christmas Season. 
With love, 
Pastor David and Cathy

SPECIAL INVITATION
to
Ms. Cathy’s Christmas
Drop-In
Sunday, December 13th 
4:00pm – 6:00pm
at
The Parsonage

This is our gift to you, our church family and others, and would be honored to have you in our home.  (no gifts, please!)


SUNDAY SCHOOL
November Attendance
11/01 – 110
11/08 – 94
11/15 – 94
11/22 – 90
11/29 - 84
  
November average – 95
Sunday School is a place where people and churches can be transformed: 
· growing leaders for the church’s mission 
· increasing people’s sense of belonging and commitment to stewardship 
· providing a place for new people to make friends and learn to grow as disciples 
· deepening people’s understanding of God’s activity in all of life 
Our Sunday School begins at 9:45am each and every Sunday.  There is a class for all ages!  Please come and check us out!
In His Service,
Jennifer

KID’S KORNER
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped to make Operation Christmas Child a huge success!  Because of your generosity we were able to pack and deliver 54 boxes!! We would like to thank the men’s ministry for their donation of 25 boxes!  We would also like to thank the youth for helping stuff and wrap the boxes. All of the children are invited to come out and ride the Christmas float on December 6th.  If you are going to ride on the float please be at the church at 4:00.  The parade begins at 4:30.  We will be having our children’s Christmas celebration on December 16th.  We will be baking Christmas goodies and making crafts.  
The children’s Christmas program will be on the evening of December 20th.  This year the children will be playing the bells in concert.  You will not want to miss this wonderful performance.  We wish you a very Merry Christmas!!
God bless,
The Children’s Department

YOUTH MINISTRY
Merry Christmas!  We will be busy in December with various activities.  We will start with decorating a Christmas float for the town parade on December 6th.  If you would like to ride on the float please be at the church at 4:00.  The parade will begin at 4:30.   On December 12th we will have a food drive at the Dollar General to benefit LICS and GPS.  Our youth Christmas social will be on December 18th. (Time and location TBA)  Also in December we will be adopting a child from the Angel Tree, in hopes of sharing the love and joy of Christ.  Thank you for all of your prayers and support. 
God Bless,
Mike
WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Our yearly Community Ministry for Christmas is underway.  We have an Angel Tree with names of families that need help for Christmas. Please choose an angel, give the number to Michelle Cassidy.  You are responsible for buying the gift, wrapping it and bring it to church by December 20th.  Please attach the angel or the number and we will deliver the gifts to the families.  If you have any questions see Michelle.    Monitary gifts are also accepted.
December 12th  at 10:00 is our next fellowship and breakfast.  Esca Jumper will be our guest speaker and share with us about her mission trip to Kenya.  Ladies mark your calendars for January 30, 2010.  That is the date of the Women’s Evangelism Conference in Columbia.   Love you all.   Have a GREAT DAY.

MEN’S MINISTRY
We will NOT have a men’s meeting in December. There will be too much going on in December to try to have a meeting.   
We are now into the Christmas season and we need to remember what this season is about. Well, this year, just like every year, millions of people, both children and adults, will open millions of gifts. Some won’t fit. Some will be the wrong color. Many will be returned or exchanged. But there’s one gift that meets everyone’s need, one gift that will never wear out, never break or need repairing. A gift that is appropriate for a small child, or a teenager, or an adult, or a senior adult. Boy or girl, man or woman, it makes no difference. The gift we all need, the most valuable gift of all, is that baby in the manger. The One that this whole season is about. On Christmas, we celebrate the fact that God gave us the gift of His own Son, Jesus Christ, so that through faith in Him we could be forgiven of our sins and have eternal life. Now, maybe you opened that gift years ago, but lately it’s been sitting on the shelf. You’ve been too busy, or too distracted, or too hurting to give Christ the time and attention you know He deserves. Or maybe for you that gift is still under the tree, wrapped and ready to be opened. My appeal to you today is this: Don’t leave Christ on the shelf; don’t leave Him under the tree. Take him into your heart and into your life, even today. That gift from God has a tag with your name on it. What better day than Christmas to renew your commitment to Christ; or what better day than Christmas to begin a new life of fellowship with Jesus Christ, a new life of joy and peace and love?
We need to give Thanks to God for everything, He is the creator of all things and must recieve the glory for it. Pray and Give thanks for each other.
Carroll Derrick

MUSIC MINISTRY
The year has come and gone so quickly - and it is time for our annual Christmas Cantata.  Be sure to mark your calendar for Dec. 20th during our 11:00 am worship time. FBC Sanctuary Choir will present  "The Gift to Goes On".   I hope you can bring a family member, friend or neighbor to this wonderful celebration of the birthday of our Lord.  I would just like to say a heartfelt thank-you to Tony, Mrs. Wanda, and all the choir members who have work hard these past couple of months to get this great cantata ready.  May God richly bless each and everyone one of you during this wonderful time of year.    
Joyfully,
Donnita

PRAYER MINISTRY
International week of Prayer is Nov. 29-Dec. 6th. The prayer guides will be in the church bulletins and on the welcome area tables. Joshua 1:16 "And they answered Joshua, saying 'All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go.'" If men can follow an earthly man, shouldn't us as Christians follow God's command to "Go". We don't have to physically go all the time, we can go with our offerings and prayers.  Of the $5200 Lottie Offering goal, $3,018.01 has be given, that is over half.  Please continue to give happily.

SWANSEA PARISH NURSE
PUBLIC NOTICE
Tanner Community Advisory Board
INVITES THE PUBLIC TO ATTEND
Shelter-In-Place Training
SATURDAY, December 12, 2009 
10:00 TO 11:00 AM 
Swansea High School’s Library
500 E 1st St
Swansea, SC
This training will provide information that could help protect you and your family in the event of a local chemical release.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND!

FBC OF ROMANIA
For those of you who wish to send Christmas cards of Blessings & Wishes to Romania, send to address below.  Pastor Cornel sends an email, which you can read and see pictures on our website (www.faithchurchofswansea.com) FBC of Romania/recent emails & photos.  He says they will help with translation all correspondance, and send back to you! 

BISERICA CRESTINA BAPTISTA – CREDINTA
Mun. GHERLA, Cod 405302
Str. Hasdatii, Nr. 97
Jud. Cluj, Romania 
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LOTTIEMOON
CHRISTMAS OFFERING

National Goal: $175 million

IMB.ORG | INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD, SBC
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