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WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Faith Family,
As you read this, the Mission Team and I are in Romania serving the Lord. We are here by the grace of God and your agreement that the Great Commission is still valid. Our plans are to conduct health screenings in the gypsy village of Hasdate, where you have planted Faith Baptist Church of Romania. It is a privilege to be part of a church who attempts great things for our great God. We count it an honor to represent God, you, and the United States of America to these wonderful people. I pray we will do justice to all. The Romanian believers are amazed that you could love them so much that you have sacrificed so they could have a church building. My answer to them is that “Beloved, since God so loved us, we ought to love one another.” (1 John 4:11). Please pray that God will be glorified, Christ will be lifted up, and the hope of the gospel will be heard. God bless you all and we will see you on August 9th – hopefully! 
With much love and appreciation,
Pastor David and the Mission Team


SUNDAY SCHOOL
July Attendance
07/05 – 99
07/12 – 94
07/19 – 93
07/26 – 97
Average attendance – 96

YOUTH MINISTRY
July has come and gone!
July 5th – 10th we participated in Community Changers.  This event brought several area churches together to make a difference in the name of Jesus.  We had 12 of our very own youth participate and many of our adults.  We would like to extend a tremendous THANK YOU to all who helped in any capacity with this event.  Without your willingness and support an event like this could not be possible.  We also had 4 youth go to Camp Longridge in July.  They had a super time and represented our church in a manner pleasing to God.  Coming up in August…
August 14th – Packing bags for Blitz
August 15th – Back-to-School Blitz
August 16th - Deposit for Whitewater rafting due (trip date is September 12th).
Thank you all for your love, support, and prayer.
God bless,
Mike

KIDS KORNER
The children had a great time at Camp Sonshine this past week.  Eighteen children gave their lives to Jesus.  
On Wednesday, August 12th the children will have a back-to-school ice cream party during Kid’s Korner time.  
I would like to thank all of the teachers and church family for your hard work, support, prayers during my times serving as children’s director.  As of the end of August, I will be stepping down from my positions.  Please be in prayer as God guides our church in His direction for our children’s ministry.
God bless,
Mrs. Faye

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Women's Ministry will be hosting a baby shower for Jessica Ray on August 15th 2:00-4:00 pm. She is having a baby boy. Come and support the mother and soon to be newborn. It will be held in the Family Life Center. Knitters and crocheters are needed to make caps for International Seafarers Ministry. If you are interested please see me for more information.
God bless,
Sue

MEN’S MINISTRY
We will have a men’s meeting the third Thursday in August. This will be before the BBQ fundraiser. We will be in need of help for the upcoming BBQ. Please attend this meeting.
We are having another BBQ fund raiser on August 29, 2009 to raise money for the Church in Romania. We have tickets available to be sold, please see me for the tickets. We need to sale as many as we can to meet our need for the Romania Church fund.    
Some of the people in the Church helped out with the Youth Community Changers. I am telling you this is a great way for us to do local ministry work. I challenge you next year to sacrifice one day to be with our youth and watch them work.  Everyone needs to be involved with this project.  You will receive one of the best blessings that you will ever get on hard work in  the community.  Next year, when they ask for people, step up and put your name on the list to help.
We need to remember this in our everyday life.
God Bless all of you,
Carroll Derrick

MUSIC MINISTRY
The summer has flown by and it is almost time to start back school.  Where does the time go??  I hope everyone was able to attend some of our special events this past month.  The choir worked hard and I thank them for giving of their time to make the cantata the best we could to bring honor and glory to God and our country.  
We had a fun time in our 2nd annual Fine Arts camp.  The children loved performing for so many people.  I heard one little girl ask where everyone was before the service and I explained that they were coming and sure enough we had a large crowd.  We may never know here on earth,  how this camp helped a child to find the Lord or to decide to serve Him, but in Heaven the Lord will let us see the big picture.  Thank you to everyone who made this possible and for the many hours you spent in preparing  your class.  Thank you!!  Let’s determine in our hearts right now to make next year bigger and better. 
The Lord certainly encouraged and touched my heart while listening to Gabriel’s Call sing praises to Him and the time of fellowship afterwards was very sweet.  
Please continue to pray for the music ministry at Faith as we start our 2nd year.  We have started some new music and will be starting our Christmas Cantata in a few weeks, so now is the time to commit and join us as we sing His praises every Sunday.
God Bless,
Donnita

PRAYER MINISTRY
Remember our Missions Team as they travel and minister in Romania. Pray for them daily.  Continue to pray for Brother Fedor and his family.  It is time to pray for our schools.  Mark your calendar for August 13, 14, and 15th to pray for our schools.  If you have the time you can walk around them and pray.  Pray for the faculty, staff, students and bus drivers.  Pray for Christians attending our schools that they may be bold witnesses for the Lord.   Pray for those who the Lord wants to serve as deacons for the next three years.  We also have our BBQ at the end of August.  Pray that the Lord blesses the workers, food and offerings given.
Sue

SWANSEA PARISH NURSE
Spirituality…………What Is It?       
When spirituality is mentioned one automatically relates it to religion. Palmetto Health’s Institute for Spirituality and Health has a good explanation of spirituality. “Spirituality concerns more than a person’s specific religious beliefs and practices. Many people have no formal religious affiliation but each has spirituality. Spirituality addresses the whole life of people in all dimensions. It is about one’s relationship with self, with others, with God and life in general.” At some point in our lives we need to establish meaning to our life. To begin a spiritual quest, ask yourself the following questions:

· What gives my life meaning?
· Where do I find joy and fulfillment?
· Where do I turn in times of stress or disappointment?
· What gives me a sense of peace and serenity?

Often we realize that our spirituality has dimensions: a horizontal dimension which consists of relationships with friends and family and a vertical dimension which is our relationship with God. Our spirituality is concerned with our past, present and future. Life can be difficult and there are things that are going to challenge and test us. It is during this journey that our spirituality is shaped, defined and developed. Our spirituality is not completed overnight, it is always developing. It is the spirits’ ability to adjust and change to the good and bad times that will eventually shape our individual spirit. 
Until next time,
Angie Redmond, RN, Parish Nurse
You can get in touch with me call me at 568-5404 or email at angela.redmond@palmettohealth.org 
                                        

Lexington Medical Center’s Community Outreach will be conducting Health Screenings and Assessments at Swansea First Baptist Church on Monday, August 31st from 7:30-10:30 am.  Call to register:  568-5404.
 Screenings will include 
· Blood Pressure
· Hemochromatosis (Iron and Iron Binding Capacity)
· Lipid Profile which includes Total Cholesterol, HDL, LDL and Triglycerides
· Glucose
· PSA (Prostate Specific Antigen) blood test screening for prostate cancer 
· For men 50 and over and for African American men 45 and over
· Fecal Occult stool screening for colorectal cancer 

Back To School Blitz will be on Saturday, August 15th at Sandhills Elementary from 10am – 12pm. School supplies for grades Pre-school -6th grade will be available while supplies last. 
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