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WORD FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Faith Family,
If you were to look up the word “cornerstone” you would find that it means the fundamental assumptions from which something is begun or developed or calculated or explained. One of the reasons we celebrate Easter is because the empty tomb of Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of our Christian faith. The resurrection of Christ is the fundamental assumption from which our entire basis of faith operates. Paul plainly tells us that if Christ has not risen, then “all gospel preaching is empty, our faith is meaningless, Christians are false witnesses, those who have died believing in Christ have perished, and Christians are pitiful people!” (1 Corinth 15:12-19) In other words, there would be no fundamental reason to believe anything the Bible says. However, the good news is that Christ has risen from the dead! Because of this, the Bible is trustworthy, our sins can be forgiven, there is power in the gospel message, the dead in Christ are in His presence, our faith is meaningful, and we can claim victory over death! The empty tomb is the “good news” of the gospel of Jesus Christ and means there is nothing but great days ahead for the followers of Christ. Our responsibility is to share this good news with those who are surrounded by bad news and to live in the power of the Christ who defeated death. “Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!” (1 Corinth. 15:57) May we all live in His power and as victors this Easter season. And remember; “Because He lives, you can face tomorrow!” 
With love, 
Pastor David





SUNDAY SCHOOL
March Attendance
03/01 - 95
03/08 - 78
03/15 - 119
03/22 - 98
03/29 - 120
Average March Attendance 102
Thank you for your commitment to Sunday School.  May the Lord continue to bless each of you in your daily walk with Him!
God bless,
Jennifer

KIDS KORNER
For a mission project during the month of March the children made Easter cards to send to the soldiers in Afghanistan. There will be an Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 11th, at 11:30am-1:30pm.
It's that time again, chaperones are needed for Children’s "Camp Sunshine".  If you are interested in being a chaperone for "Camp Sunshine" please let me know.  We need two males and two females chaperones for camp.  Thank you and God Bless.
HAPPY EASTER!
Mrs. Faye

YOUTH NEWS
Spring is in the air!  In March we hosted a terrific game night.  There were about 30 in attendance.  Thanks to all of the chaperones.
In April…
Camp Longridge deposits of $60 are due on April 12.  We will not be able to reserve any spots without the money.
We will be hosting a parent’s night out on April 18 from 6:00-9:00.  This is a great chance for all of you parents to have a little free time. There will not be a charge for this, but we will accept donations for the Romanian Church.  If you are interested in letting us serve you in this manner, please let Mike or Jennifer know so we can plan accordingly.
On April 24 we will have a youth movie night in the Family Life Center starting at 7:00 pm.  Light refreshments will be provided.
God Bless,
Mike & Jennifer Sandy
    
Vacation Bible School
The dates for VBS this year are June 7-12.  Please be in prayer about the success of VBS and the part that God wants you to play.  A sign-up sheet will be out soon.  There will be a worker clinic on April 14th.  Time and location will be announced soon.  If you are planning on being a leader in any area, I would strongly encourage you to attend.  There are always great ideas shared and lots of support offered.  If you have questions, please contact Jennifer Sandy.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
The April Women’s meeting will be Saturday, April 4th at 10:00am.  We had a wonderful time at our meeting in March showering Santana with baby shower gifts.  All women and teens are invited.  Bring fundraising ideas with you!
God bless,
Sue

MEN’S MINISTRY
By the time you see this article you will know that the Bar-B-Que was a great success.    
I want to thank all the people for the hard work and support you put into this effort. I cannot say enough about what it means to God to see people come together in unity to accomplish all things. It tells us in Ephesians 4:3, Paul speaks of the unity in the Spirit in the bond of peace. In forming the Church, God had eliminated the greatest division that had ever existed among human beings.  Without division this Church can do all things. With God’s Grace we will do all things.   
God Bless all of you,
Carroll Derrick

MUSIC MINISTRY


“Lift Up The Cross”
 
What a wonderful time of year!  New life is everywhere you look, flowers, trees, grass, even weeds are coming up everywhere.  Also, we have Easter to look forward to in just a couple of weeks.  What a wonderful thing that God did for us by not just sending His Son to die for our sins, but to rise again on the third day.  Talk about NEW LIFE – WOW!
I am so thankful that God sent His Son and so thankful that Jesus did everything He had to do so that we might have new life.  I pray that everyone can rejoice because He is alive and well and living in your hearts.
The choir is almost ready to sing our Easter Cantata “Life Up The Cross”.  It is a powerful 35 minute long musical with video, to help make for a very special worship time.  We have small crosses that will be passed out to the congregation as a memento to keep to remind everyone to “Lift Up The Cross”.  We pray that you have made plans to attend, April 5th for our AM Worship service.
Bring your family, friends, and neighbors.  Let’s introduce them to the one and only way to Heaven – Jesus.
In His Service,
Donnita

PRAYER MINISTRY
We need to begin praying for Vacation Bible School.  Jennifer is looking for volunteers.  Let’s start praying for workers, leaders, and souls to be saved.  Pray for our Easter Cantata and our Easter Services.  The Lord is working among us and we need to be ready to obey, and follow Him.
In His Service,
Sue

SWANSEA PARISH NURSE
Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread…
Easier said than done for many in our state and community.  The unemployment rate in January here in our state was 10.4% or estimated over 200,000 of our working force that is out of work.  Growing up I have always heard about the Great Depression and the hardships all suffered.  Personally, I don’t know how it affected folks then but I am seeing how the “recession”, as it is called, is affecting many here in our community.  Recently, the youth ministers, a guidance counselor at our high school and I conducted a “mini-survey” to area teens.  The most prevalent issue for them was identified to be stress.  My question is could one reason they are feeling stress is because of the stress families are experiencing due to unemployment?  My next question was how can I help?
Information is powerful and I thought it might help if I could give you some resources to help make up for the loss of income that effect so many aspects of our lives.  
State and National
· To apply for unemployment, call the SC Employment Security Commission at 803-737-5627 or online at www.sces.org.
· If you have lost your insurance, call the SC Dept. of Insurance Consumer Services Area at 803-737-6180 or online at www.doi.sc.gov.
· To apply for Medicaid for you or your children call 888-549-0820 or online at www.scdhhs.gov.
· To apply for assistance with food  contact SNAP  (Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program), 803-888-549-0820 or online at www.scdhhs.gov (same as Medicaid).
· For help with prescription drugs, there are several options, all websites; www.needymeds.org; www.rxassist.org; freemedicineprogram.org, and www.welvista.org.
Local Ministries
For help with electricity bills, clothing, food, etc, call LICS at 803-957-6656, or local 803-568-3112, or visit www.licsac.org.  
GPS is another multi-purpose ministry, call  803-955-9251, and Mt. Pleasant Outreach Foundation at 803-568-2722.
We are our brother’s keeper so let’s all pull together and help each other.  If you need further assistance with these resources, I’ll be glad to help! 
Until next time,
Angie Redmond, Parish Nurse
You can reach me at 568-5404 or email at angela.redmond@palmettohealth.org










FROM THE OFFICE
There is a Sanctuary Flower Calendar on the Welcome Center bulletin board for those of you that would like to sign up to place a floral arrangement in the church for Sunday worship.  This is an opportunity to make a memorial for a loved one or to honor a relative or friend.






FBC 
Website Easter Egg Hunt
www. FaithChurchOfSwansea.com
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