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WORD FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Faith Family,
We celebrate Mother’s Day on May 10. Each of us know how important Mothers are. God gave us a great, wonderful, and powerful gift in our moms and we want to be sure to recognize them on their special day. For some of us, mom is no longer with us. Many are the times I long to see her again and telling her how much she meant to me. For those whose moms are still living, please don’t wait until Mother’s Day. Do it today! In Ephesians 6:1-3 we read “Children, obey your parent in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandment with promise; that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.” According to the Bible, a good way to ensure a good and long life is to treat parents, especially our moms, with respect and love. I challenge you to do it all year and not only one day each year. Here is an illustration about motherhood from the late Erma Bombeck; For the first 4 or 5 years after I had children, I considered motherhood a temporary condition -- not a calling. It was a time of my life set aside for exhaustion and long hours. It would pass. Then one afternoon, with 3 kids in tow, I came out of a supermarket pushing a cart (with four wheels that went in opposite directions) when my toddler son got away from me. Just outside the door, he ran toward a machine holding bubble gum in a glass dome. In a voice that shattered glass he shouted, "Gimme! Gimme!" I told him I would give him what for if he didn’t stop shouting and get in the car. As I physically tried to pry his body from around the bubble gum machine, he pulled the entire thing over. Glass and balls of bubble gum went all over the parking lot. We had now attracted a sizable crowd. I told him he would never see a cartoon as long as he lived, and if he didn’t control his temper, he was going to be making license plates for the state. He tried to stifle his sobs as he looked around at the staring crowd. Then he did something that I was to remember for the rest of my life. In his helpless quest for comfort, he turned to the only one he trusted his emotions with -- me. He threw his arms around my knees and held on for dear life. I had humiliated him, chastised him, and berated him, but I was still all he had. That single incident defined my role. I was a major force in this child’s life. Sometimes we forget how important stability is to a child. I’ve always told mine, "The easiest part of being a mother is giving birth.... the hardest part is showing up for it each day..." Thank you, moms, for all you do. We love you.

Happy Mother’s Day!

Pastor David

SUNDAY SCHOOL

April Attendance

04/04 - 91
04/12 - 114
04/19 - 95
04/26 – 96

Average April Attendance

99

Sunday school attendance is holding steady…let’s examine ourselves and make sure that we are doing all we can to be here and to invite someone to come!  Sunday school starts at 9:45am, hope to see you there!

God bless,

Jennifer
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Moms, we want to recognize you in a special way on Mother’s Day, Sunday May 10th.  On that day, we will present a special gift in two categories; Mothers with the most children present and Mothers with the most grand/great-grand children present.  Remember that they have to be present with you!  Also, Steve Dittmar is putting together a special slide show with pictures of you and your moms.  Start looking through your pictures now and get them to Steve as soon as possible.

Steve’s email address is:

S_Dittmar@pbtcomm.net  

KIDS KORNER
Thank you to all who gave, and helped with the Easter Celebration for the children.  They all had fun dyeing eggs and doing crafts, along with the face painting, and hunting eggs.  The candy and refreshments were enjoyed, as well!

On Friday night, May 8th, the children will have a lock-in from 7:00pm until Saturday morning.  Parents are asked to pick up their child by 9:00am.  

Camp ‘Sonshine’ will be July 26th through July 29th.  Chaperones are still needed. 

God Bless,

Mrs. Faye

YOUTH NEWS
Summer is fast approaching!  In April, the youth group hosted a parent’s night out.  Thanks to all who showed up to help.  We also had a fun movie night.

May is going to be a fun and busy month…We will have a super fun “outside game day” on May 9th at the county ball field located on I.W. Hutto Road.  It will begin at 2:00pm until.  On May 24th we will host our 4th annual softball game at the county field.  We will begin at 5:00pm.  This will take the place of our normal Sunday PM services.  More details to come in the near future.  

Attention parents…the remaining balance for Camp Longridge is due on or before May 31st.  Thank you for all of your continued support and prayer.

In God’s love,

Mike Sandy

BIBLE STUDY

Bible study is going to be every 1st and every 3rd Tuesday evening at 7:00pm.  Please Join us this May 5th.   Our  speaker is Don Blackwelder.

Vacation Bible School

The dates for VBS this year are June 7-12.  Please be in prayer about the success of VBS and the part that God wants you to play.  A sign-up sheet will be out soon.  There will be a worker clinic on April 14th.  Time and location will be announced soon.  If you are planning on being a leader in any area, I would strongly encourage you to attend.  There are always great ideas shared and lots of support offered.  If you have questions, please contact Jennifer Sandy.
JSandy@lexington4.net 
WOMEN’S MINISTRY

Women's meeting May 9th, at 10:00 am. That is the Saturday before Mother's Day, please come join us. Every summer we help out LICS with food donations. This summer please bring peanut butter and jelly, canned meats, canned stew, mac and cheese, cereal and vegetables. There will be a crate set up near the welcome center. For a fundraiser we are collecting old gold jewelry. These pieces can be broken, just one ear ring or the high school senior ring that we may still have sitting in our drawer. You may think one item will not make a difference but when we all bring something we have a hundred items. 

Thanks,
Sue

MEN’S MINISTRY
This month the Men’s Ministry will be Thursday, May 14th at 7:00pm.  We will keep you informed of changes in our schedule.   “For the Lord gives wisdom, and from his mouth comes knowledge and understanding. 7 He stores up effective counsel for the upright, and is like a shield for those who live with integrity, 8 to guard the paths of the righteous and to protect the way of his pious ones.”  Proverbs 2:6-8
God bless,

Carroll

MUSIC MINISTRY
April has come and gone so quickly and seems like spring has come and gone just as quickly.  The temperatures are feeling like summer already which means summer must be right around the corner.  Our choir has increased in numbers since our Easter cantata and we are so glad to have them join us.  Speaking of the choir…we have already started working on our next cantata! Mark your calendar for July 5th AM Worship service.  Our next cantata is a celebration of America-called The Spirit of America.  Make plans now to attend and bring a neighbor, friend, or family to help us honor those who have served our country and are still serving to keep us a free nation.  We also have 2 groups scheduled for concerts in the next couple of months, May 17th at 6:00pm, we will have a ladies group from Aiken and on July 19th at 6:00pm, we will have Gabriel’s Call blessing us with songs of praise.  Come ready to receive a blessing and to be a blessing!

 In His Service,

Donnita

PRAYER MINISTRY
Prayer Partners-- I read a "thought for the day" in the newspaper last week. It said "When we stand in the valley things look big, but when we stand on the mountain things look small." God allows us to be in the valley to put our trust in Him. We cannot solve the BIG problems. Then after we go through the valley, we can stand on the mountain and see now small our problem was. Thanks be to God. As we stand in the valley or on  the mountain we need to keep our prayer life strong. Our prayer emphasis this month is VBS-workers, children, planning, and God's presence.  Continue to pray for our medical mission team. They are still preparing to go. Alma and Tyler are leaving in June and will stay in Romania until  August. They need our prayers in every area of the trip. Remember the lost in your family and friends. Pray that we may be Christian witnesses for them. That they may see Jesus in us, 

Sue

SWANSEA PARISH NURSE

If You Are Alive Today…one Thing Is For Sure…      

 You will lose someone you love and in fact one day you will be the one someone loses. Deep thought but one that makes us stop and think. Ecclesiastes 7:2 reads ……for death is the destiny of everyman; the living should take this to heart. 

The past few months I have attended the “celebrations” of some very dear people in our community. Some of us call them funerals. I’ve never liked that word. It sounds too depressing. I like to call them “celebrations of life”. As I sat in the church waiting for the services to start, I watched people come in. I wondered what memories they had of the person we were there to remember. The family is ushered in I wonder about their memories and stories too. As the service begins we pray, sing songs and then we listen to the ministers and their message to the congregation. We have some of the best ministers in our community. Their way of telling the stories of the dearly departed give testimony to the life they led while in our midst. As I sit there, I realize one day that will be me in that coffin…what will those attending my “celebration of life” remember about me? What memories will my family have of me? How will the ministers tell my story? Have you ever thought these same things?

I guess what I’m trying to say is to live your life everyday to the fullest. Make good memories. Be funny. Laugh. Be impulsive. Put something off today that you can do tomorrow. And if tomorrow comes and you still don’t get it done, it probably wasn’t that important anyway. Spend time with God and spend time with family. Ecclesiastes 3 says there is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven. Read this passage it says it all!

Until next time,

Angie Redmond, RN, FCN

If you need to get in touch with me call 568-5404 

or email me at:

angela.redmond@palmettohealth.org
FROM THE OFFICE

For those of you that have access to our website, we have added a new web page for your convenience when changing or updating your membership information.  This information is and will always remain confidential.  
www.FaithChurchOfSwansea.com 
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