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FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH

PO Box 177
123 Faith Church Road

Swansea, SC  29160

803-568-Hope (4673)

Pastor David Carter

Email

dwc4@pbtcomm.net
CHURCH INFORMATION
Email

Faithbc1@pbtcomm.net

Website

www.faithchurchofswansea.com

Administrative Assistant--Wanda Hood
Men’s Ministry-----------Carroll Derrick

Music Ministry-------Donnita McDaniel

Pianist--------------------Wanda Culler

Prayer Ministry------------Sue Dittmar 
Sunday School----------Jennifer Sandy
Women’s Ministry---------Sue Dittmar

Youth Ministry--------------Mike Sandy
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WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Faith Family, I want to share with you a devotional thought from Oswald Chambers’ “My Utmost for His Highest” concerning our responsibility for each other. I pray the Lord will use it to not only inspire us but to move us to see just how responsible we are. 

“For no one lives to himself and no one dies to himself.” Romans 14:7; Has it ever dawned on you that you are responsible for other souls spiritually before God? For instance, if I allow any private deflections from God in my life, everyone about me suffers. We “sit together in heavenly places.” “Whether one member suffers, all the members suffer with it.” When once you allow physical selfishness, mental slovenliness, moral obtuseness, spiritual density, everyone belonging to the crowd will suffer. “But,” you say, “who is sufficient for these things if you erect a standard like that?” Our sufficiency is of God and of Him alone. “Ye shall be My witnesses.” How many of us are willing to spend every ounce of nervous energy, of mental, moral, and spiritual energy we have for Jesus Christ? That is the meaning of a witness in God’s sense of the word. It takes time, be patient with yourself. God has left us on the earth – for what? To be saved 
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and sanctified? No, to be at it for Him. Am I willing to be broken bread and poured out wine for Him? To be spoilt for this age, for this life, to be spoilt from every standpoint but one – so I can disciple men and women to the Lord Jesus Christ. My life as a worker is the way I say “thank you” to the Lord Jesus Christ for His unspeakable salvation.   Remember it is quite possible for any one of us to be flung out as reprobate silver – “…lest by any means that when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” 

May God take the veil from our eyes to make us aware of the lost condition of others and move us to be more responsible on our Christian journey. 

Much Love, 

Pastor David

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
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VBS will be on June 6 thru 11 from 6 to 9 pm.  We still need your help to make this a success.  Our theme this year is Saddle Ridge Ranch, where you round up questions and we drive home the answers!!  If you are interested in serving in any capacity please see Jennifer Sandy or April Byrd.

KIDS KORNER
Yeah!  Summer break is almost here.  What are all of the kids going to do over the summer?  Well, we have a few things to keep you from getting too bored!

June 6-11: Vacation Bible School from 6:00-9:00

Make plans to come and join us at the Saddle Ridge Ranch for some good ole fun learning about Jesus!

July 19-23:  Camp Longridge for ages 8-12.

Please see Mike or Jennifer for more details.

Fine Arts Camp:  Dates TBA

Don’t miss out on all of the fun!

Children’s Department

YOUTH

Thank the Lord that summer is here!! The weather is heating up and so is our schedule!

In April we attended the Rockin’ Road Show at the Colonial Center.  It was great and we enjoyed worshipping through music.  Thanks to all that attended.

Upcoming Events: May 23: Church wide softball game.  We will meet at the Swansea Ball Field on IW Hutto Rd at 4:30.  We will play a “non competitive” game of softball, eat our favorite picnic foods and listen to some wonderful blue grass gospel music.  Please plan on attending and bringing your favorite picnic food(s) and drink(s)!!

June 20-25:  Community Changers:  Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to be involved in missions this summer.  See Mike or Jennifer for more information.

July 12-16 Youth Camp @ Camp Longridge. This camp is for ages 13-18.   For more details please see Mike or Jennifer.  

Don’t get left out…mark your calendars with these fun-filled and rewarding events.  Thanks for all you do.

God bless,

Mike Sandy

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
I Samuel 25:18 and following tell us about Abigail, the wife of Nabal. She served the Lord by preparing food for David and his army. God blessed her with wisdom in making this decision because she had to do it without her husband's knowledge.  Ladies, do we ask for wisdom in making decisions? Do we ask God to give us wisdom in managing our finances, raising our children and planning for tomorrow? Wisdom is only a prayer away. Abigail is one of the many women we will be studying on Thursday nights. Please come and join us on May 13 and May 20th at 7:00pm.
If you haven't bought your ticket for dinner and a skit on May 8th at 6:00 please see me or call the church office. The skit is entitled "Senior Adult Women's Beauty Contest". Come join us for an enjoyable night. There will be no May or June Women's Breakfast. Next meeting will be in July.
MEN’S MINISTRY

Our next men’s meeting will be on May 20, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. All are invited and bring a friend also bring your Children; invite other people to come with you.  

We now have the Lawn Maintenance calendar completed. Just because your name is not on the list we can use all the help we can get. Please see Gerald or myself if you would like to help out.  

I came across this quote that I really think has great meaning:

“The difference between kids that make it and kids that don’t most often is one caring adult.”

Every Dad, including you and I, have dreams about his kid’s, dreams of sharing common interests, dreams of pride, dreams of success, and dreams of having fun together. But the realities of everyday life sometime keep fathers from being as available, as loving, as emotionally involved or as approving of our children as we’d like to be. We juggle our jobs, our marriages, and our spiritual commitments. We have to deal with emotional drainage along with our limited free time and our sense of obligation. Sometimes our kids don’t get as much of us as they want or are required.

Are we men enough to sit down with our children and ask, “What are some ways I’ve disappointed you”, maybe let you down”, or from your perspective just missed the mark as a father?” 

Is this the time to start praying with your children? After awhile, I can promise that you’ll see some emotional bonding with you as a result. By then you’ll be ready to move on to the next word of wisdom: To introduce your children to our Heavenly Father. This is the Greatest thing you will ever do.

You see, parents make all the difference in the way children perceive themselves in relation to the rest of the world. Without exception, fathers are key players in the children’s self perception. And I can’t say this strongly enough; a child’s perception trumps everything.

 Let us all be encouragers to everyone we meet not only at church but in our daily walk in life.   

God Bless all of you.

Carroll Derrick   

MUSIC MINISTRY
Psalm 18:1-3 - I will love thee, O Lord, my strength.  The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer, my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.  I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.  

 WOW what a mouth full-if we could only believe this scripture, but to many times we don't trust and believe He really is our strength, our rock, our fortress and our deliverer.  The choir is working on a song that uses these very words from Psalm 18.  The choir loves it and it is a upbeat & powerful song.  We have also started working on our July 4th cantata.  We are still looking for more voices to praise Him.  If you are interested in joining us please come talk to me anytime-we would love to have you SING HIS PRAISES!

In His Service,

Donnita

PRAYER MINISTRY
May and June are busy months if you have children of school age. There are graduations, finals, and interviews for summer jobs. There is VBS and Community Changers in June. Prayer Partners please be praying for the leaders of these events, and the children and youth participating. Also remember to praise God and thank Him for all He has blessed us with.  

Sue
SWANSEA PARISH NURSE
Time Lost is Brain Lost………………

May is American Stroke Month and we living here in the Stroke Belt need to realize no one is immune from having a stroke. It is not a “Senior Citizen Event”. Stroke is the number three killer in the U.S. and a leading cause of disability.

What is a stroke? It happens when blood flow to your brain stops for some reason. It is considered a medical emergency because brain cells will start to die immediately. The most common type of stroke is when a blood clot blocks the blood from getting to your brain. In another kind a blood vessel will break and blood will leak into the brain. There are also TIA’s or transient ischemic attacks in which the bold might be kept only briefly from moving to the brain. Sometimes these are known as “mini-strokes”.

Any of these symptoms could be the sign of an oncoming stroke.
· Sudden weakness in your face, arm, or leg – especially if it is only on one side. Ask the person to smile- if one side of the face does not match the other, this could be the indication of a stroke. Ask the person to try to lift both arms straight up. If they cannot lift both arms equally. This too could be the sign of stroke.

· Horrible and sudden headache with no known cause.

· Sudden confusion

· Trouble talking or not making any sense

· Difficulty seeing with one or both eyes

· Trouble walking, noticing a weakness on one side of the body

· Dizziness or loss of balance

· Uncoordinated when there has been no trouble with coordination before

What to do?

Don’t delay. Don’t say let’s wait a few minutes, I’ll get better. You need to get help immediately. Damage from stroke can be significantly reduced if you receive medical attention as soon as possible. So…..don’t hesitate, procrastinate or ignore. Call 911 immediately. If you are the one having the problem……….do not drive. Call 911. 

Remember time lost is brain lost. For more information go to www.americanheart.org or www.strokeassociation.org. Also look for the posters about stroke somewhere in your church. I will be distributing them next week…Angie Redmond, RN  Contact me 568-5404.

