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FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
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803-568-Hope (4673)
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Email

dwc4@pbtcomm.net

CHURCH INFORMATION
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Website

www.faithchurchofswansea.com

Administrative Assistant--Wanda Hood
Men’s Ministry-----------Carroll Derrick

Music Ministry-------Donnita McDaniel

Pianist--------------------Wanda Culler

Prayer Ministry------------Sue Dittmar 

Sunday School----------Jennifer Sandy

Women’s Ministry---------Sue Dittmar

Youth Ministry--------------Mike Sandy
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Dear Faith Family,

It’s hard to believe but 2011 is here. We all have experienced good and not-so-good things in 2010 but all things are from the Lord. A principle that will help all of us in the coming year is this; lean on the positive memories of the good times, let go of the negative memories of the bad times, and learn from God’s faithfulness in all times! Since He already knows what 2011 holds in store, be ready to embrace God’s will and reject anything less. Let’s start 2011 in the right way by re-prioritizing our lives and putting first things first; seeking God and His kingdom. The best way to guarantee that 2011 will be a great New Year is to surrender your life to God so He can make you a great new you.                                                                                                                                            I close with a thought by Oswald Chambers from
My Utmost for His Highest; “If you yourself do not cut the lines that tie you to the dock, God will have to use a storm to sever them and to send you out to sea. Put everything in your life afloat upon God, going out to sea on the great swelling tide of His purpose, and your eyes will be opened. If you believe in Jesus, you are not to spend all your time in the calm waters just inside the harbor, full of joy, but always tied to the dock. You have to get out past the harbor into the great depths of God, and begin to know things for yourself – begin to have spiritual discernment.”  May we all get out past the harbor in 2011 into the great depths of God. Have a wonderful start to a potentially great 2011!                  Much Love,
                ~Pastor David and Cathy


SUNDAY SCHOOL
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

DECEMBER - 81

12/05 – 93

12/12 – 89

12/19 – 92

12/26 - 50

Sunday School begins at 9:45am!  What a great way to start a new year!  There is a place for everyone, and you are needed!

MEN’S MINISTRY
I hope you all had a blessed Christmas and very good 2010 Year. I know we all have challenges each day and thank God we have made it another Year. 

We will have a Men’s meeting on January 20, 2010. I am asking all the men to attend the next meeting. This will be a meeting that we will plan on what we will be doing this coming year in the Men’s Ministry. We need your input and support. 
God bless,
Carroll Derrick   

MUSIC MINISTRY
What a wonderful close to 2010.  Thank you to the choir for all their hard work and a job well done.  I know I felt blessed by the words and spirit with which they were sung and pray that others felt the same.  We pray that everyone got a new vision of that wonderful night when Jesus came to earth.  

Thank you also to the choir for the kind words and gift.  Your faithfulness and hard work are gifts that you give all year long.  Thank you again for all you do to make the worship service focus on Him and His love, mercy and grace.

2010 is almost history (or may be when you read this) and we can't go back and change anything, but we can start fresh for the new year of 2011.  Was there something you wished you had done, or was there someone you should have helped or spoken a kind word to and didn't?  How about serving God?  Did you do everything you could or maybe you want to do more this year?  We will be opening the choir up for anyone that would like to help us sing His praises in 2011.  You don't have to have a wonderful voice, but have a heart to share his wonder and greatness with others.  Come join us for our 1st practice in January and let's start the New Year off right by serving Him in song.  See you at 5:30 pm, January 2nd  and let's worship together.

Looking Forward,

Donnita

PRAYER MINISTRY
Our yearly banquet is 1-11-11. I didn't notice the sequence of ones until I just now wrote the date. This makes it easy for you to remember. Our speaker is Mr. Marty Davis, Pastor of Fellowship Church, Gilbert. He is a man of faith and prayer. Please fill out the inserts in the bulletin.  I need to know ahead of time how many will be attending. It will begin at 7:00 with dinner and end with prayer by 8:30. We are planning to Prayer Walk the streets of Swansea in 2011. God's Word in II Corinthians 5:7 says to walk by faith, not by sight.
In His Service,

Sue

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Ladies let's begin this year off together with a breakfast on January 8, 2011 at 10:00 in Room #05. We haven't met in three months and need to organize for this year. Bring some ideas for our monthly meetings and ministries.  I Corinthians 12:27 "Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it".  For our women's group to be successful we need all of the body to serve Christ. Remember the Women's Evangelist Conference on Jan. 29th.Updates and travel arrangements will be posted later.
In His Service,

Sue
SWANSEA PARISH NURSE

My Thoughts on Serenity...

As the New Year rolls around once again I am caught up in trying to figure out how to make next year a “better year”.  Do you do the same thing? I have given up on making New Year’s resolutions. Because every time I make them I just end up not doing them or forgetting about them on January 2nd. Do you do the same thing? So this year instead of feeling guilty about those “forgotten and abandoned” resolutions; I want to focus on a theme for the year and here it is. The Serenity Prayer written by Reinhold Niebuhr. God, grant me the serenity To accept the things I cannot change; Courage to change the things I can; And the wisdom to know the difference. How can we all apply the Serenity Prayer to make our holidays happier, healthier and calmer? As for me I am going to pray and ask God to help me accept people, places and things as they are. I am going to stop wishing all of these things were controllable for today. I am going to stop worrying about changing them for just today. I am going to accept all the people in my life that I love for who they are (if only for today)! I am going to take a good deep breathe just today and think what can I do for myself to make today better. This may mean saying no to some activities and even people, letting go of guilt for not pleasing everyone and doing something to help find that place of serenity. I have had another birthday recently and hopefully have a bit of the wisdom to know the difference between what I can change and what just has to be. 

So how about you this New Year 2011?  What are you going to do to find serenity, to accept the things you cannot change, to find courage to change the things you can? Just a thought how about a prayer to God for wisdom to do all of the above?

For thoughts or comments,
Or  angela.redmond@palmettohealth.org 

Until next time,

Angie Redmond, RN, Parish Nurse
803- 568-5404  
YOUTH
Happy New Year!  We trust and pray that you had a wonderful Christmas.
To bring in the New Year, we will be studying ‘The Daily Habit’ in Sunday School.
A unit overview:

January 2nd – Community

January 9th – Humility

January 16th – Service

January 23rd – Sacrifice

January 30th - Meditation
The youth were to present “Bucket of Light” in December.  We have rescheduled this short drama for January.  Exact date and time to be announced.
We are currently planning events for the 2011 year and we welcome all suggestions.  Thank you all for your continued support!

God bless,

Mike Sandy

Another year is dawning, 
Dear Master, let it be, 
In working, or in waiting, 
Another year with Thee. 

Another year of mercies, 
Of faithfulness and grace; 
Another year of gladness 
In the shining of Thy face. 

Another year of progress, 
Another year of praise, 
Another year of proving 
Thy presence all the days. 

Another year of service, 
Of witness of Thy love, 
Another year of training 
For holier work above. 

Another year is dawning, 
Dear Master, let it be 
On earth, or else in heaven 
Another year for Thee.
