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WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Faith Family,
One the hallmarks of Christ’s church is service – service to our brothers and sisters in Christ and to the lost world. Serving is not just sharing the gospel, which is a must, but it is also becoming the hands, feet, and voice of our Lord in this desperate and needy world. To do that we have to be willing to stoop to those we minister to. It will require us going to places that make us uncomfortable, doing things that make us uncomfortable, and giving things that make us uncomfortable. It seems like ministry and discomfort go hand in hand. I have found that to be very true. As we watch with horror and dismay at the tragedy in Haiti, let’s be ready to do whatever God would want us to as His ministers and servants. This may mean going to Haiti ourselves, giving our finances to help, or sending someone through our donations and with our prayers. However, we don’t have to look to Haiti to see people in tragic and desperate conditions. All we have to do is to look outside our doors. There are people around us who need the Lord, need understanding, need instruction, and need love – the love of Christ that comes from His people. As we see the people in our community, let’s also be ready to go – to the next door or the next street, let’s be ready to give – God’s tithes and our offerings so that Faith Church can serve the needy in the community, and let’s be ready to send people from our family as they serve God by serving people through our donations and with our prayers. All evidence points to the fact that a serving church is a healthy church. I’m convinced this is true and that is why Christ birthed His church into existence. That is why He located us here is Swansea. Let’s be ready to serve in His name anytime and any place. I came across this quote recently that speaks volumes and want to share it with you.
 “I used to think, that God's gifts were on shelves—one above another, and the taller we grow, the easier we can reach them. Now I find that God's gifts are on shelves—one beneath another, and the lower we stoop, the more we get!"  F.B. Meyer
Are you willing to stoop to help someone in the name of Christ? I trust you are. God bless you and have a great February. 
Pastor David  



2010 Sweetheart Banquet
February 10th at 7:00pm
Guest Speaker Hannah Horne









Tickets are $10.50 per person ($21.00 a couple) and are available at Swansea Oil Company, Swansea Flower Shop, and the church office.  You may also register online at faithchurchofswansea.com.  Make sure your money and registration is given to Cathy Carter or Carroll Derrick by February 7th!



SUNDAY SCHOOL
January Attendance
 01/03  – 84
01/10   – 77
 01/17  –  86 
 01/24  – 75
01/31  -   86
January average – 82 
A foundation is defined as the basis on which something is grounded.  We build our homes on foundations because we want them to be strong enough to hold up under any circumstances.  We want to be solid.  Sunday school serves as our spiritual foundation!  In order to be stronger and better prepared for what God has planned for us we need to start in Sunday School.  We would love to help provide you with a foundation to stand on and feel secure in.  I challenge you to think about your ‘foundation’ and how strong it really is.  Please come join us for Sunday School every Sunday morning beginning at 9:45!
In His Service,
Jennifer
KID’S KORNER
Keep track of what your children are learning in Sunday School.  Keep encouraging your children to study the Bible and to live their lives according to God’s will.  Don’t forget about Children’s Bible Study on Sunday nights and Kid’s Korner on Wednesday nights at 7:00pm!


YOUTH MINISTRY

February is our shortest month but it looks as if it will be busy.  In Sunday School we will be studying…The Battle for the Mind.  This four week study will explore the battle for the min.  Each lesson brings something different and important to the discussion table.  We will discuss distinguishing two conflicting mind-sets, pursuing a way of thinking to help your spiritual growth, thinking and carrying yourself in ways consistent with new life in Christ, and finally winning the battle by putting on the full armor of God.
We pray that you join us for these important lessons that are sure to help prepare us for everyday battles.

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS:
February 6th:  Audio Unplugged Concert (featuring Mark Stuart & Will McGiniss from Audio Adrenaline).  Northside Baptist Church at 6:30pm.  Admission is $10.00.  We will meet at the church and leave at 5:00pm.
February 19th:  Winter Jam    Doors open at 6:00pm.  The concert starts at 7:00pm.  Admission is $10.00.  Meet us at the church to be ready to leave at 4:00pm.  Food will be provided prior to leaving the church.  We would like to invite all youth from 6th grade and up.  Also, we would like to invite adults who would like to join us!
It is really  wonderful to be a part of such a wonderful family.  Thank you for all you do for our Lord and His church!
God bless,
Mike
WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Women's meeting February 13th at 10:00.  Ladies please plan on attending. We need you and your smiling faces. We will meet in Room # 05, Mr. W.B.'s class.
Sue

MEN’S MINISTRY
Our next men’s meeting will be on February 18, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. All are invited and bring a friend.
We have started planning the Wild Game Banquet; it will be on March 1, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. with Ron Parker being the keynote speaker. This is open to anyone that wants to attend. It will be free but we will be taking up a donation. We had about two hundred people to attend last year and we are looking for more this year. I will have free tickets for you to give out to the people. 
We are asking people to bring in any wild game dish that would like to bring to share with the other people. We will have non-wild game dishes for those don’t care to eat wild game. We will label all food so you will know what you are eating.
This is a large event for the Church and a time to minister to the people in every walk of life. Jesus made it a habit to build people up with his words. If we want to be more like him, we need to learn to do the same. This can happen by encouraging others and committing to speak the truth in a loving way.  How many marriages break down because communication ceases? Many spouses do not live with a commitment to be an encourager.  How many partnerships in businesses disintegrate when people stop affirming each other?  How many friendships would find new life if we committed ourselves to use our words to build each other up?  First Thessalonians 5:11 says “Encourage one another and build each other up.” This should become our life motto!
Let us all be encouragers to ever one we meet not only at church but in our every day life.   
God Bless all of you.
Carroll Derrick
MUSIC MINISTRY
 Be sure to bring your appetite's to church,Sunday morning, Feb. 7th!!   The choir is sponsoring our "Souper Bowl "Lunch following the morning worship service.  I cannot believe all the soups,stews, and bogs we have on the menu.  We plan to use the money raised to upgrade and add new equipment to our sound system in the sanctuary.  Come and enjoy this time of fellowship  & food and help your church at the same time.  No choir practice this evening!!  
The choir has started working on our Easter cantata-"I Know My Redeemer Lives"  We are excited about this program, it has a very moving video that I think will touch lives.  Plan to bring a friend or family for this Easter celebration of life and our resurrected Lord.  Mark your calendar for Easter Sunday Morning.  
God Bless each of you as we serve Him together.
Donnita

PRAYER MINISTRY
Sunday night we heard a few testimonies on prayer. I needed reminding that God answers pray in His time. Maybe next year, maybe in ten years is God's plan, we don't know so we continue to pray. Prayer Partners meet every Sunday morning at 9:20 in Room #05. Please come and join us.
Sue

SWANSEA PARISH NURSE

Do You Splat or Bounce?          
When you give them lemons, they make lemonade. He just rolls with the punches. You can’t keep a good woman down. All statements we have heard at some point in our lives. But what can be said about the people that are described by these phrases? One word-----resilient! Resilience is that quality that enables people to face adversity and adapt to it. Resilient people bounce back and adjust in spite of adversity, trauma, or loss. Are you resilient? Take a look at the common traits of resilient people and decide for yourself.
1. They have a good social support system.
1. They believe in their own strength and their ability to address and overcome any problems.
1. They have a spiritual practice.
1. They do not focus on what was but instead focus on new possibilities.
1. They are connected to what is important to them (values) and see meaning and purpose in what they do.
1. They know what they control and what is out of their reach.
1. They take responsibility for their physical well being by eating healthy, exercising and getting enough rest.
1. They take time to seek solutions to problems that arise allowing themselves to grow in the process.
1. They take a negative situation and turn it into an opportunity to do something better for themselves or others. 
1. They have a sense of humor about life’s challenges.
Our thoughts are something that we and we alone control. They can determine whether we bounce or splat. Try to remember that is not what happens TO us but WITHIN us that matters most. And if all else fails remember this quote by Mary Ann Radmacher…”Courage does not always roar. Sometimes it is a quiet voice at the end of the day, saying…`I will try again tomorrow’”
Until next time,
Angie Redmond, RN, Parish Nurse
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