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WORD FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Faith Family,
Many years ago, the people in a small European town practiced a strange custom at the beginning of each New Year.  At the stroke of midnight, the townspeople would toss their unusable and unwanted items out of the windows and doors of their homes.  This expressed their desire to begin their new year without all the clutter of the old year.  As the new year of 2009 begins, we have the wonderful opportunity to let go of the things that clutter our lives.  God has given us the chance to start all over again and to toss out the things that hurt us and held us hostage in 2008.  If 2009 is to be a new year of exciting and bold things in our lives, then there has to be something new about us, in our attitudes, in our visions, and in our obedience to the Lord.  In order for 2009 to be a new year, there has to be a new you!  God has something new for us in 2009.  He makes a promise to His people in Isaiah 43:19; “Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth.  Shall you not know it?  I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”  If 2008 was a year of dead ends and dry places, and if 2009 is to be a year of op-portuneties and accomplish-ments, be sure to let the old things die along with the old year.  Cathy, David, and I wish you a happy New Year filled with all the new things that God wants to bring your way.
With Love,
Pastor David and Cathy



ANNUAL ANGEL TREE
Many, many Thank Yous to our Faith Church family for your loyalty and generosity in helping us see thru this wonderful project during this season of giving.  We were honored to reach out and help 7 families in our area, all of which are far less fortunate than we are.  The blessing and joy of giving, and seeing the smiles of each and every family member made our hard work worthwhile.  Without your help, this would have not been possible.  
Hoping all of you have a Happy New Year, and may you receive many blessings in 2009!
God Bless you all,
Michelle & Sue

KIDS KORNER
Dear Church Family,
If you missed the Children’s Christmas Play you missed a blessing.  Let us remember throughout this New Year the reason for the season just passed.  Jesus Christ is our one and only true Savior.
A big thank you to all the children and adults in our Christmas play, and to all the men who set up and took down the props, and all the scenery.  It could not have happened without all the teamwork.
The children will have a food drive in the month of January.  Our goal is to fill a truck with food items.  More information will be available in the coming weeks.  
Happy New Year, 
Mrs. Faye   


YOUTH NEWS
Happy New Year!  We trust and pray that everyone had a wonderful Christmas.  In December, we, along with several other local churches, packed stockings to give to some of our community’s less fortunate children.  We were unable to help deliver the stockings and sing Christmas carols due to scheduling conflicts.  However, it was a success.  On December 7th, we participated in the Christmas parade.  Our float was full of kids, laughter, and fun.  We then went over to the park and handed out hot chocolate, hot cider, and cookies during the tree lighting.  Thanks to all who helped in each event.  We also had a group of our younger youth, led by Royce Nichols, go to Charlotte and participate in Operation Christmas Child.  They were packing boxes and getting them ready to ship.  They had a great time and received a wonderful blessing.  Thanks to all for being faithful servants.
We will be meeting in January with the youth committee to plan a calendar of events for the youth.
Thanks for all of your support and God Bless, 
Mike Sandy


MUSIC MINISTRY

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  Out with the old and in with the new.  I pray that 2008 was a good year for everyone, and pray God’s blessings on you in the New Year.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and everyone who worked so hard on our Christmas cantata.  Thank you to the faithful choir members, pianist, and sound man who gave of their time so freely over the past several weeks.  I would also like to say a special thank you to Pastor David, for stepping up and doing the narration on short notice for us.  I am looking forward to doing new things this year with the choir and we would love for you to join us.  So as the New Year begins, ask the Lord if He would want you to share His love with others in song.  Please pray, and then if you feel so led, come see me about joining the choir and help us sing His praises.
In His Love & Service,
Donnita McDaniel.


SUNDAY SCHOOL
December Attendance
12/7 – 115
12/14 – 103
12/21 - 113

Sunday School attendance is showing an increase!  Please continue to be faithful in your attendance and don’t forget to invite a friend.
In His Love, 
Jennifer

MEN’S MINISTRY
Welcome to the New Year!  Now that the holidays have passed, we are planning to get back on schedule for 2009.  Men’s Ministry will continue to meet on the 4th Thursday evening of each month at 7:00pm.  This month’s meeting on January 22nd.  
Go ahead and mark your calendars in advance for February 23rd.  We will be having the Wild Game Banquet with speaker Rowland Alston. 
I wish all many blessings this year, and hope the New Year brings exciting, new experiences in Christ!
God Bless all of you,
Carroll Derrick   

WOMAN OF FAITH
Women’s Meeting is January 10th 2009.  During the meeting we will reveal our Secret Sisters.  Please bring a small gift to exchange.  We will meet in room #05 until the cold months pass.  The Women’s Evangelism conference is January 31, 2009 at Columbia First Baptist 
Church.  The amount is $20.00.  More information later, but mark your calendars.  Women interested in a fundraiser for Romania, I have a play that is ready.  We need a couple of volunteers, and we need to organize practice time.  Many thanks for giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.  As of today, we have $4,329.55.  I know we can give $600.00 more to meet our goal.
In His Service,
Sue


PRAYER MINISTRY
Faith Church, how were our Sunday Services?  The choir loft, stage, and audio were prayed for with our presence Sunday morning.  I would like to have a special prayer time for Sunday School teachers, deacons, and other groups in the early months of 2009.  Prayer partners meet at 9:20 each Sunday morning.  I will be contacting ministry leaders so we can schedule a special time fo prayer.
God bless, 
Sue

SWANSEA PARISH NURSE

Different people stop at stop signs in very different ways.  There are those that come to a slow cautious stop and look both ways before entering the intersection.  Then here comes the speedster, popping on breaks and stopping ever so briefly before plowing on through.  Finally, there are those that just roll on through completely ignoring the sign!  Most of us approach life in different ways too.  Think about it.  So here, for you, are some of my thoughts on stopping and starting for 2009.
Stop dieting and start eating healthy.
Stop procrastinating and start getting it done.  
Stop putting off that physical and start getting it done during your birthday month.  
Stop gossiping and start complimenting.  
Stop talking so much and start listening.  
Stop holding grudges with family and friends and start forgiving.

So whether you approach those stop signs slow and cautious, fast and reckless, or not at all, just STOP!
And START your New Year on a happy note!
Until next time,
Angie
Email   Angela.redmond@palmettohealth.org
Phone:  568-5404
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